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Zara* Ya'qub x (1434-68)5 nominated Nicodemus, Prior of
the Abyssinian Convent in Jerusalem, and another Ethi-
opian to accompany the Abbot for the conclusion of
the peace between the Churches. Union was accom-
plished, and Pope Eugemus IV published a Decretum pro
Jacobitis 2 of which Johannes appears as one of the signa-
tories. Without resorting to the same squabbles as the
Greeks over their re-union with Rome, the Copts ignored
the papal decree owing to its extravagant claims, and no
one thought of reviving the idea of effectively bringing the
Churches together once more. After the Turkish Con-
quest of Egypt in 1517, the Ottoman viceroys of Egypt
followed the same policy towards the Coptic Patriarchate as
that of their masters towards the Greek and Armenian Patri-
archates in Constantinople, and any communion with Rome
was thus discouraged during the new era.3 In Abyssinia,
as an immediate result of the union, two Catholics were
sent to Aksum. We know that one of these was a Vene-
tian, Francesco de Branco Leon, and that his argument for
Catholicism was confounded by an Ethiopian priest named
George in the King's presence.4 This meant the end of
movement for union with Rome on the part of Ethiopia.
The main result of all these abortive attempts of the
papacy to take advantage of the miserable state of the
Christians of the East and impose its full authority upon
them was the alienation of the Oriental Churches from
Rome. The failure of projects for re-union of the. East and
the West undoubtedly contributed to the ultimate collapse
of the whole idea of the crusade.5
1 Budge, Hist, of Ethiopia, I, 304-12.
2 Mansi, op. cit., XXXI B, 1734-43.
3 It is, however, wrong to assume that in Egypt under Turkish rule the
breach with Rome was absolutely complete.    Correspondence was exchanged
between Rome and Alexandria, perhaps secretly, during the pontificate of
Clement VIII, for an attempt towards re-union.   V. Buri,   Unions della
Chiesa Copta con Roma sotto Ckmente Fill, in Orientalia Christiana, XXIII
2, no. 12.
*Neale,l.c.
5 Additional material on the Greek union may be found in O. Halecki,
Empereur di Byzance (Travaux historiques de la Soc. des Sciences et des
Lettres de Varsovie, VIII, 1930).